
Harbord Village Residents' Association Oral History Project / 2013                              INDEX : Connie Cardoso 107C
Portuguese community and attitudes; family and tenants 

1 

Businesses 
Abarrica Bakery 

in Kensington Market, carried Portuguese foods, 
107C0:18:00 

Anna's 
corner store on Robert St., 107C0:19:30 

Bakeries 
Jewish bakery on College St., 107C0:34:30 

Carreira Import-Export 
in Kensington Market, carried Portuguese foods, 

107C0:17:00 
Corner stores 

Home Hardware and Anna's, 107C0:19:30 
Cress Grille Restaurant 

greasy spoon, 107C0:43:30 
Homestead Restaurant 

bank bought it, 107C0:43:00 
Kensington Market 

they would deliver, didn't have a car, 107C0:16:30 
Lisbon Bakery 

in Kensington Market, carried Portuguese foods, 
107C0:18:00 

Michalense Bakery 
in Kensington Market, carried Portuguese foods, 

107C0:18:00 
Portuguese bakeries 

in Kensington Market, carried Portuguese foods etc., 
107C0:17:00 

in Kensington Market "they're all gone," 107C0:04:30 
Saragoza Fishing 

in Kensington Market, 107C0:17:00 
Sheffer-Hillman 

men's suit factory on Spadina, 107C0:08:00 
Zimmerman Harman 

grocery store in Kensington Market that delivered, 
107C0:17:00 

Children & Youth 
Dating 

"no such thing...if you did...would marry that boy," 
107C0:36:30 

Discipline 
coming back late, "no rules that you couldn't hit 

kids..I got it bad," 107C0:39:30 
girls treated differently "very strict...couldn't leave the 

veranda," 107C0:35:30 
Families 

older brothers taking care of siblings while mother 
worked "wasn't very good," 107C0:08:30 

Movie theatres 
"not often...girls back then didn't do things like that," 

107C0:35:00 
Playing & games 

in the streets, 107C0:14:00 

Ethnicity & Culture 
Black community 

social club on College St., 107C0:33:30 
Language 

Portuguese; Portuguese spoken at home and 
"broken English" etc., 107C0:12:30 

Portuguese community 
attitudes, girls treated differently, more freedom for 

boys "very strict...couldn't leave the veranda" 
etc. etc., 107C0:35:30 

attitudes towards family and discipline, 107C0:48:00 
finances, not using credit cards, businesses gave 

credit "go in every week...pay hundred bucks 
against your debt...mother had booklet with 
name on it," 107C0:07:30 

food, Portuguese bread not available back then, 
107C0:04:30 

immigration, many coming in the '70's and buying 
houses, 107C0:05:30 

immigration, men first "they'd come first to get some 
money," 107C0:01:30 

reason for moving into area, Kensington Market etc., 
107C0:04:00 

Houses of Worship 
Mount Carmel, 107C0:21:30 
St. Agnes Catholic Church 

"priest from mother's hometown," 107C0:21:30 

Housing & Home Life 
Backyards 

gardening, full of vegetables, 107C0:15:00 
Basements 

scared of going down there, 107C0:32:00 
Bathrooms 

one bathroom shared by nine people, 107C0:06:30 
one bathroom shared by twelve people, 

107C0:10:30 
Bedrooms 

eight people on the first floor, 107C0:10:00 
Families 

older brothers taking care of siblings while mother 
worked "wasn't very good," 107C0:08:30 

Garages 
as safe place for automobile, 107C0:27:30 

Heating 
oil furnace, scared of it as a child "big arms going 

out," 107C0:31:30 
Kitchens 

second kitchen put in basement by Portuguese, 
107C0:32:30 

Marriage & divorce 
"only way to have freedom was to get married, then 

you had your own life" etc., 107C0:37:00 
Porches & verandas 

"can sit on veranda and say hi to dozen people I still 
know," 107C0:26:30 

parents would yell from porch for you to come home 
when it got dark, 107C0:15:00 

Renovations 
67 Major St. after fire, buying brother out and moving 

back into family home, 107C0:24:30 
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Tenants 
aunt and children lived on the third floor, took care of 

Connie Cardoso during day, 107C0:11:00 
Connie Cardoso's son was friends with son of 

tenant, 107C0:55:00 
family, they came, multiplied and stayed "took over 

the house," 107C0:49:00 
father wanting aunt to move out, moved out in 1975, 

107C0:47:30 
lived on the first floor, six tenants on second and 

third floors, 107C0:06:00 
on third floor, that Connie Cardoso met at the bank, 

107C0:49:30 
three Portuguese men renting third floor in 80's, 

reunion with one recently, 107C0:54:00 

Names 
Cardoso, Connie 

jealous first husband and meeting second husband, 
107C0:39:30 

lived in area since 1963, 107C0:01:30 
moves back to 67 Major St. in 2006, 107C0:24:30 
worked at neighbourhood bank for many years until 

her stroke, 107C0:42:00 
worked at Portuguese bakery as a teen, 

107C0:04:30 
Cardoso, Connie (brother of) 

having surgery and becoming a paraplegic as a 
result and care needed etc., 107C0:52:00 

lives at 53 Major St., 107C0:03:30 
Cardoso, Connie (father of) 

immigrated first, came to support family, 
107C0:48:00 

immigrated first, worked in construction, 
107C0:02:00 

Cardoso, Connie (son of?) 
wants to move but mother has been "winning for the 

last thirty years," 107C0:29:00 
Galvao, Manny, 107C0:57:00 
McCade family 

black family that lived on Major St., 107C0:33:30 

Neighbourhood & Community 
Changes 

more professional people living here and more 
rentals, 107C0:23:00 

Crime 
break-ins and vandalism to automobile parked on 

street etc., 107C0:27:30 
Moving away 

son wants to move but mother has been "winning for 
the last thirty years," 107C0:29:00 

Neighbours & neighbours' relations 
friends on street that Connie Cardoso knew, 

107C0:03:30 
reason to return to neighbourhood, old friends still 

live here etc., 107C0:25:30 
Other 

staying in neighbourhood, conveniences and 
comparisons to suburbs "trade-off," 
107C0:30:00 

Occupations & Finances 
Construction workers 

many from the Portuguese community, 107C0:02:00 
Finances 

not using credit cards, businesses gave credit "go in 
every week...pay hundred bucks against your 
debt...mother had booklet with name on it," 
107C0:07:30 

widow needing rental income to make ends meet 
"rent helped her stay in the house," 
107C0:52:00 

Seamstresses 
mother of Connie Cardoso worked at Sheffer-

Hillman on Spadina "men's suits...worked 
piecework," 107C0:08:00 

Women working 
"most of them worked," 107C0:08:30 

Real Estate 
Prices 

Major St., 67? Cardoso home in 1963, second 
mortgage of 17.5K, 107C0:02:30 

Streets & Intersections 
College St. 

Jewish bakery, 107C0:34:30 
stores, 107C0:33:30 

Major St., 53 
aunt of Connie Cardoso bought this in 1975, 

107C0:49:30 
brother lives, 107C0:03:30 

Major St., 61 
tenants were Portuguese, 107C0:05:30 

Major St., 63 and 65 
owned by Portuguese family, friend of Connie 

Cardoso, Delores lived there, 107C0:07:00 
Major St., 67 

Connie Cardoso moves back in 2006, 107C0:24:30 
Connie Cardoso's family lived here since 1963, 

purchased including furniture, 107C0:01:30 
fire, 107C0:10:00 
fire in March 2004 affecting 3 homes, 107C0:23:30 

One-way streets 
"wasn't too bad," 107C0:45:30 

Parking 
parking tickets and getting a permit, 107C0:47:00 

Robert St., 42 
Connie Cordoso and son lived here for four years, 

107C0:29:30, 107C0:42:30 

Transportation 
Automobiles 

friend's family who were richer had a car, 
107C0:45:00 

immigrants didn't have a car, 107C0:16:30 
Streetcars 

College St. streetcar to go to church, 107C0:44:30 


