
Harbord Village Residents' Association Oral History Project / 2013                                INDEX : Debbie Cowitz 075C
Sukkah; Habonim youth group; Schmattas 

1 

Businesses 
The Bagel 

on College Street, 075C0:31:00 
Coat factory 

on Spadina, 075C0:30:30 
Goodbaum's Supermarket 

College St., on north side between Brunswick & 
Borden, 075C0:08:00 

did not sell meat, 075C0:08:00 
Greenspan Butchers (Colman) 

Brunswick near Harbord 
for kosher meat, 075C0:08:30 

Kensington Market, 075C0:08:00 
Storefront 

not a store, on Chestnut Street, 075C0:22:30 
Tip Top Tailors 

on waterfront at Bathurst and Queen's Quay, 
075C0:30:30 

Children & Youth 
Dating 

social network, 075C0:09:00 
Food 

kids eating ice, 075C0:16:30, 080B0:19:30 
Other 

skirts with crinolines, 075C0:14:00 

Education 
Harbord Collegiate, 075C0:14:30 
King Edward Public School, 075C0:14:30 

Ethnicity & Culture 
Jewish community 

Dror Habonim youth group, 075C0:09:30, 
075C0:12:00, 075C0:13:30 

Dror Habonim youth group, boys' groups and girls' 
groups met on Friday nights, 075C0:10:00 

Dror Habonim youth group, Friday nights and 
Sunday mornings, 075C0:09:30, 075C0:10:00 

Dror Habonim youth group, Israeli dancing, 
075C0:10:00 

Dror Habonim youth group, Keren Kayemet box, 
JNF box, collect money, 075C0:12:00 

Dror Habonim youth group, on Cecil Street, 
075C0:07:00 

Dror Habonim youth group, purpose to go to Israel to 
a kibbutz, or start a kibbutz, etc., 075C0:10:30 

Orthodox, 075C0:07:30 
Language 

English learned in kindergarten, 075C0:05:30 
Hebrew & Yiddish; Yiddish spoken in the home, 

075C0:03:30, 075C0:05:30 
Hebrew & Yiddish; Yiddish spoken in the 

neighbourhood, 075C0:06:30 

Health Care 
Institution in Orillia for mentally handicapped, 

075C0:04:00, 075C0:31:30 
Mount Sinai Hospital 

on Yorkville Avenue, 075C0:00:30 

Historical Events 

Israel declared a state, 075C0:11:00 
big march on College Street, white and blue, etc., 

075C0:11:30 

Houses of Worship 
Synagogues 

on Cecil Street, 075C0:06:30, 075C0:07:00 
very active in the shul, 075C0:07:00 
went to a synagogue on Cecil Street, 075C0:06:30, 

075C0:07:00 

Housing & Home Life 
Backyards 

garages, 075C0:28:30 
gardens, no earth, no grass, 075C0:28:30 
summer kitchen, rope to open roof, etc., 

075C0:26:30, 075C0:27:00 
summer kitchen becomes sukkah, making birds, 

etc., 075C0:26:30, 075C0:27:00, 075C0:27:30 
Bathrooms 

shared one, 075C0:02:30 
Families 

grandmother used bird egg shells to make birds to 
decorate sukkah, etc., 075C0:27:30 

Myron, younger brother, mentally handicapped, to 
institution in Orillia, 075C0:04:00, 075C0:31:30 

shabbat, sometimes ate together with grandparents, 
075C0:04:00 

Kitchens, 075C0:02:30, 075C0:03:00 
iceboxes, 075C0:16:00 

Living conditions 
families, grandparents lived downstairs, 

075C0:01:00 
families, lived with grandparents (#2), 075C0:01:00 
lived downstairs first, then upstairs to the flat, 

075C0:01:00 
Porches & verandas, 075C0:17:30, 075C0:25:00, 

075C0:29:00 
Tenants 

three, attic & second floor, 075C0:02:00 

Laneways 
Horses 

stables behind Lippincott between Harbord & 
College, 075C0:21:00 

Names 
Cowitz, Debbie, 075C0:00:00 
Cowitz, Myron 

younger brother, mentally handicapped, to institution 
in Orillia, 075C0:04:00, 075C0:31:30 

Cowitz Grandfather 
Orthodox, 075C0:07:30 
very active in the shul, 075C0:07:00 

Cowitz Grandfather (#1) 
collected objects with horse and wagon, to sell, etc., 

075C0:19:00, 075C0:21:30 
peddler, 075C0:23:00 

Cowitz Grandfather (#2) 
bought house on Borden St., 075C0:23:30 
business was schmattas (clothes), 075C0:22:00, 

075C0:23:00 
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peddler, 075C0:23:00 
storefront, not a store, on Chestnut St., 075C0:22:30 

Cowitz Grandparents 
started off on Chestnut St., and D'Arcy, 075C0:05:00 
went to a synagogue on Cecil St., 075C0:06:30, 

075C0:07:00 

Neighbourhood & Community 
Keren Kayemet box, JNF box, collect money, 

075C0:12:00 
Neighbours & neighbours' relations 

Insular Jewish, 075C0:15:30 
Parks & playgrounds 

complete freedom, 075C0:16:00 
played on street, 075C0:05:30 
Queen's Park on Sundays, 075C0:14:00 

Safety, 075C0:24:30 

Occupations & Finances 
Cottage industry 

none, 075C0:30:00 
Garment industry 

coat factory on Spadina, 075C0:30:30 
Peddlers, 075C0:19:00, 075C0:21:30, 075C0:23:00 

collected objects with horse and wagon, to sell, etc., 
075C0:19:00, 075C0:21:30 

Ragman/schmatta man 
clothes, 075C0:22:00, 075C0:23:00 

business was schmattas (clothes), 075C0:22:00, 
075C0:23:00 

Tailor 
father, pocket maker at Tip Top Tailors for forty 

years, 075C0:30:30 
Tailors 

pocket making at Tip Top Tailors, 075C0:30:30 
Women working 

mother worked in restaurant, The Bagel, on College 
Street, 075C0:31:00 

mother worked in restaurant; she was a star there, 
etc., 075C0:31:00 

Real Estate, 075C0:01:00, 075C0:05:00 
Buying, reasons for 

grandparents bought the house in the twenties, 
075C0:01:00, 075C0:05:00 

Streets & Intersections 
Bathurst & Queen's Quay, Tip Top Tailors, 

075C0:30:30 
Borden St. 

bought house on, 075C0:23:30 
Borden St., 81, 075C0:00:00 
Brunswick near Harbord, Greenspan's, 075C0:08:30 
Cecil St. 

Habonim youth group, 075C0:09:00 
synagogue, 075C0:07:00 

Chestnut & D'Arcy 
house, 075C0:05:00 
started off on, 075C0:05:00 

College St. 
The Bagel, 075C0:31:00 

College St., between Brunswick and Borden, 
Goodbaum's, 075C0:08:00 

Lippincott St. 
laneway, south of Harbord, stables, 075C0:20:30, 

075C0:21:00 
Spadina Ave. 

coat factory, 075C0:30:30 
near College, water trough, 075C0:18:30 

Transportation 
Horses 

kept in stables in lane behind Lippincott, south of 
Harbord, 075C0:20:30 

and wagons, 075C0:19:30 
water trough at College & Spadina for horses – early 

50s, 075C0:18:30 
Ice delivery, 075C0:16:00 

used picks to break off little pieces of ice to eat, 
075C0:16:30 

Milk delivery 
empty bottles on veranda, 075C0:17:30 
horses, then truck, 075C0:17:30 
milk tickets, 075C0:17:30 
 


