Harbord Village Residents' Association Oral History Project / 2013

INDEX : Hindy Hirt 067H

A bit of everything: going to movies; playing; housing/home life; Jewish community; horses

Businesses
Auto body shop
run by Charlie Kaproff, 067H0:30:00
Chicken/Poultry
run by Tanenbaum's "did their own slaughtering,"
067H0:40:00
Feld's Pharmacy, 067H0:25:00
"was a chain smoker," 067H0:28:00
Greenspan Butchers (Colman), 067H0:25:00
Harbord Bakery
"didn't even use...we really just stuck to our block,"
067H0:26:00
going there with friends at night when they started
baking, 067H1:06:30
Harbord Fish Market
"where you went for fresh fish," 067H0:26:30
Hardware store
on College, 067H0:23:30
Kensington Market
"my mother never shopped at the market,"
067H0:24:30
Laundry, 067H0:33:30
Midtown Theatre
yo-yo competitions during intermission, 067H0:36:00
Movie theatres
Bloor St., 067H0:34:00
Silverwoods Dairy
delivered by horse and buggy, 067H0:37:30
Undertakers
hearses kept in garage on Brunswick, 067H1:18:00

Children & Youth
Movie theatres
as 8 year old and taking 5 year old brother "resented
it...schlep a 5 year old," 067H0:46:00
yo-yo competitions at intermission "kids doing tricks
...win prizes" etc., 067H0:36:00
Playing & games
in front yards, streets and long driveway "had a big
swing," 067H0:44:30
in garages, hearses kept in garages on Brunswick —
we used to play there, 067H1:18:00
with Jewish friends, "most of my friends are
Holocaust survivors," 067H0:49:00
with neighbours, "all my friends were Jewish" etc.,
067H0:15:00
Youth organizations
Dror Habonim — youth movement "very important
part of our life," 067H1:03:00

Education
Central Tech
uncle of Hindy Hirt went there and Arthur Lismer was
his teacher, 067H0:17:30
Harbord Collegiate
"education was the future of our children,"
067H0:50:00
not many girls went there...was an academic
program, 067H0:17:00
Jewish schools/Hebrew schools
Jewish after school program; on College..."l was
motivated," 067H1:00:00

King Edward Public School, 067H0:17:00
Hindy Hirt did practice teaching at her old school
etc., 067H0:57:00
Teachers
little parent teacher communication "today you'd be
taken to court" etc., 067H0:51:30

Ethnicity & Culture
Jewish community
Dror Habonim, youth movement "very important part
of our life," 067H1:03:00
education for immigrants "education was the future
of our children," 067H0:50:00
Jewish after school program, 067H1:00:00
neighbourhood, parents drawn to the area because
of Jewish community, 067H0:11:30
neighbours, Jewish neighbours and friendships kept,
067H0:29:00
playing with Jewish friends — Holocaust survivors,
067H0:49:00
Third Seder during Pesach, 067H1:04:00
Language
Hebrew & Yiddish; Yiddish acquired at home and
spoken by Hindy etc. etc., 067H0:20:30
Race relations & racism
anti-Semitism, "we were called dirty Jews,"
067H0:14:30

Houses of Worship
Churches
church that became a synagogue, 067H0:12:00
Synagogues, 067H1:20:00
church that became a synagogue, 067H0:12:00

Housing & Home Life
Backyards
gardens, huge with flowers and vegetables...not for
sitting, 067H0:43:30
Bathrooms
"one real one and one god-awful toilet in the
basement," 067H0:03:30
Bedrooms
slept in what would have been living room,
067H0:05:00
Food
mother made preserves etc., 067H0:39:00
Front yards
"fences made of tubes...balance on them...circus
acts," 067H0:44:00
Living conditions
families, sleeping arrangements when family came
to visit, 067H0:06:30
Porches & verandas
swing on the porch, 067H0:44:00
Renovations
"area looks better today," 067H1:23:00
Tenants
"always had tenants in the house...couldn't afford
otherwise" etc., 067H0:02:00
names of tenants and still keeping in touch with
them, 067H0:07:00
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"shared dwellings...same socio-economic...,"
067H0:49:00

Names
Gang, Israel
Hindy Hirt taught with him "Are you betrothed?,"
067H0:59:30
Herschel, Sharon
childhood friend of Hindy Hirt, 067H0:29:30
Hirt, Hindy
grew up at 177 Brunswick (married name is Petroff),
067H0:00:30
Hirt, Hindy (brother of)
taking him to school and being friends with his
girlfriends, 067H0:47:00
Hirt, Hindy (uncle of)
had an arts studio at 55 Brunswick, 067H0:11:00
Kaproff, Charlie
childhood friend of Hindy, 067H0:30:00
Kernemann, Tammy
dance choreographer for Jewish youth, 067H1:03:00
Kinrade, Laura
Hindy Hirt's teacher "motivated me to be a teacher"
etc., 067H0:55:30
Smith, Miss
librarian at King Edward "terrified of her,"
067H0:58:30

Neighbourhood & Community
Garages
hearses kept on Brunswick — we used to play there,
067H1:18:00
Neighbours & neighbours' relations
businesses; knowing the owners as neighbours and
delivering to customers etc., 067H1:07:00
looked out for one another and changes over the
years "still connected" etc., 067H1:10:30
"mix of people," 067H0:11:30
Safety
safe except for Brunswick House, 067H1:16:00

Occupations & Finances
Electricians
father of Hindy Hirt, 067H0:09:30
Undertakers
hearses kept in Brunswick garage, 067H1:18:00

Streets & Intersections
Bloor St.
different stores along Bloor, 067H0:34:00
Brunswick Ave., 42
Hindy Hirt's mother lived here, 067H0:09:00
Brunswick Ave., 55
Hindy Hirt lived there with other family members,
067H0:09:00
Brunswick Ave., 177
where Hindy Hirt grew up, 067H0:00:30
College St.
different stores on College, 067H0:24:00

Transportation
Horses
deliveries for Silverwoods Dairy and produce
peddlers, 067H0:37:30
Streetcars
Harbord St., 067H1:22:00



